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Letter from the Chair

On behalf of the Governords Commission f-or Wol
2009 Biennial Report. The report provides an overview of our important work on behalf of
Texas women.

A division of the Office of the Governor, the
improve the lives of Texas women through outreach, education, research, and referral

services. Since our establishment in 1967, the Commission has helped thousands of Texas

women. Our initiatives are constantly evolving to match the needs of Texans we

serve. The2007-2009 Governords Commission for Women f
domestic violence prevention, economic development, and honoring Texas women through

the Texas Womends Hall of Fame.

This term, the Governords Commi ssion for Wome.]
Conference for Women and the Texas Round -Up. At these events, the Commission

provided information on and screenings for two health threats to Texas women: heart

disease and a sedentary lifestyle. We also updated information in the Teen Dating

Violence Awareness Toolkits and distributed the toolkits to all 1,704 public high schools in

Texas. Partnering with AARP Foundation, the Commission assisted several hundred

women in the Rio Grande Valley with their return ~ -to-work job searches. Last, five

out standing women were inducted into the Texa:
service to the great State of Texas.

Thank you for your interest in and suppoitt of
has been an honor serving as chair ofThetfuuee Gov
of the women of Texas has never been brighter!

Wendy Taylor
Chair,2007-2 009 Governords Commi ssion for Wo me n



Hi story of the Governoros Commi ssi on

1967-1969 e Governor John Connally established the Texas Commission on the Status of
Women in 1967.
e The Commission prepared a report on women in Texas, which focused on
education, home and community, employment practices, and legal treatment.

1970 e Governor Preston Smith established the Texas Status of Women Commission to
serve as a liaison between Texas women and their state government, and to
encourage the advancement of womends cause:
e The Commission sponsored the first statewide conference on the status of women
in August 1970.

1972-1976 e The work of the Commission ceased for four years due to a conflict between
legislators over the establishment of a permanent state  -wide commission on the
status of women.

1977-1979 e Policies were developed to foster equal treatment of women in all areas.
e The Commission produced a manual on family violence.

1983-1985 =« The Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse was cr

assistance programs and provided information about available services.

e The staff traveled around the state with keynote speakers and explained the
roles of various state agencies. This tour helped create local commissions for
women throughout Texas.

e Commissioners focused on voter registration of low income, female wage -earners
and urged the secretary of state to collect statistics on voter registration by
gender.

e The Commi ssion established the Texas Womendi¢
women in Texas.

1985-1987 ¢ More than 14,000 women were surveyed to identify the five most important
issues affecting women.
e The Commission sponsored 16 regional forums state -wide to track issues of
importance to Texas women and gather ideas for programs.
e Legislation was reviewed to determine its impact on women.

1987-1989 ¢ The Commission studied the economic advancement of women and created a
state -wide displaced homemakers network.

1991-1993 * The Commission examined health insurance coverage for women and wrote a
oPatientds Bill of Rights for Women. ¢

e A database of womend6s organizations | ocat ec

1993-1995 e« Model programs were identified across the state that successfully addressed
community needs.



First Ladies Laura Bush and Barbara Bush recorded public service 1995-1997
announcements on breast cancer and methods of early detection. Announcements
also ran in newspapers state -wide.

A committee monitored legislation affecting women, sponsored a legislative
workshop, and published The Laymands Guide to the Legislative

The Commission established the Beacon State Fund, a 501(c)3 non -profit, to fund
various activities.

The Commission hosted The Carole Kneeland Awards, which recognized 1997-1999
reporters who aired stories on womends health issu
A bilingual video series was developed that focuse
The Commission created a physical fitness awareness campaign for fourth grade 1999-2001

students and their parents. The program encouraged the participants to exercise
daily to reduce health risks posed by obesity and encouraged women to be
physically active.

The Texas Womends Hall of Fame establish%o@l-goop'.%erma
Womandés University in Denton, Texas.

The Commission sponsored a domestic violence prevention public awareness
campaign in the Dallas/Fort Worth area.

Law enforcement officers were surveyed to assess prevalence of domestic violence
and ascertain the resource needs of these agencies.

The Commission became a founding sponsor of the Texas Round -Up. 2003-2005

Seven cities across the state hosted the Governoro

sponsored in part by the Commission.

The Commission collaborated with domestic violence prevention organizations
and the Texas Municipal Police Association to create 60,000 batterer resource
brochures for distribution to batterers by law enforcement, social service
providers, and the faith community.

Il n 2007, the Governords Commi ssion for WZ)QQ@'QOQ?eI eb
The Commission hosted a luncheon for 400 guests honoring the accomplishments
of the past 40 years.

The Commission supported the Survivors at Work Program in the Rio Grande
Valley, an initiative that connects domestic abuse survivors with workforce
programs and services.

Several hundred Teen Dating Violence Awareness Toolkits were distributed to
public high schools throughout the state of Texas.

The Commi ssion partnered with the Womends Chamber
host the Texas Business Woman of the Year Awards .
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1967 by Governor John Connelly following the establishment of the United States
Commission on the Status of Women in 1961. The Texas Commission is one of the oldest

womenos
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country.

The Commission promotes opportunities for Texas women through outreach, education,
research, and referral services. Governor Rick Perry appoints the Commissioners, who
each serve a two-year term. These gubernatorial appointees have diverse backgrounds
and live across the state of Texas. The Commission term ran from January 1, 2008 i
December 31, 2009. The Commission supports one employee, the executive director, and
meets on a quarterly basis.

2007-2009 Commission :

Wendy Taylor
Austin

Carol Peterson
Alpine

Cynthia Jenkins

Irving

Lisa Lucero

Austin

Becky McKinley
Amarillo

Carmen Pagan
McAllen

Profiles of the Commissioners begin on page 45.

, Chair

, Vice Chair

Peggy Hairgrove
Bryan

Tresa Rockwell

Austin

Connie Weeks

Austin

Daisy White

Houston

Lisa Perini

Buffalo Gap

Stephanie Cavender
San Antonio

Sharon Pittman

College Station

Christie Leedy
Abilene

Lesley Guthrie
Executive Director

Austin
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Commission Priorities

Commissioners focus their efforts on issues that affect women, while complimenting the

goals and initiatives of the Office of the Governor and the Office of the First Lady. The

2007-2009 Commission focused on three issue areas: Health & Wellness, Domestic

Violence Prevention, and Economic Development. Additionally, the Commission works to

honor the efforts of outstanding Texas women

At the initial Commission meeting in February 2008, the Commission divided into four
committees. Each committee created a strategic plan defining its projects and goals to
meet during the term.

Health and Wellness : Domestic Violence Prevention :
Becky McKinley, Chair Tresa Rockwell, Chair
Christie Leedy Peggy Hairgrove
Carol Peterson Sharon Pittman

Stephanie Cavender

Economic Development : Honoring Texas Women :
Carmen Pagan, Chair Lisa Lucero, Chair
Cynthia Jenkins Daisy White
Lisa Perini Connie Weeks
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Beacon State Fund

The Governords Commission for Women is financi al
Governor and the Beacon State Fund, a non -profit organization that raises money on

behalf of the Commission. The Beacon State Fund was established in 1996 as a non -

profit organization designed to educate and improve the civic participation of Texas

citizens by promoting community leadership and volunteerism. The board meets

annually.

Fundraising is necessary for the Commission because state monies are not used for the

Commi ssionds initiatives, only for its administr
provides support to the Commission to achieve its goals, including financial donations.

Information on the State Agency Council begins on page 15.

Beacon State Fund Board of Directors :

Connie Weeks, President
Melissa Jackson, Secretary

Rita Kreisle, Treasurer

Legislative Breakfast

Hel d during National Womends History Month, the
hosted a breakfast honoring female legislators on March 10, 2009. The University of

Texas at Austinds AT&T Conference Center and Hot
Governor Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry, the

event was attended by more than 300 elected officials and

invited guests.

In addition to honoring female legislators of the 81st Leg-
islature, the Commission exceeded its fundraising goal,
raising more than $60,000, to support its programs and
initiatives. Attendees received artwork produced
especially for the event by Commissioner Connie Weeks.

10



Outreach & Communication

ol t i's so nice to know that t here |
women can talk to. | t i's such a bl

i B. Poole, constituent
Diana, Texas
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Constituent Relations

The Governords Commi ssion for Women provides ass
residents, including referrals for services and information requests. During the last two

years, the Commission has responded to several hundred constituent requests.

Constituents contact the Commission by phone, e -mail, and letter for a variety of reasons.

Constituent Calls 2007 - 2009

Business &
ofit

Basic Needs Breakdown

Miscellaneous
6%

12



Constituent Calls Across the State

Constituents contact the Commission from across the state of Texas, but several calls each
year come from outside the state.

City with at least
1 constituent call
between 2007 and
2009

Commission Newsletter

The Commission publishes two electronic newsletters each year, in the fall and spring.
Currently, the e -newsletter is distributed to over 1500 recipients through e  -mail and is
available for viewing on the Commission website. The newsletter includes information on
issues affecting women and upcoming projects and events. To be added to the newsletter
distribution list, please send your e -mail address to women@governor.state.tx.us.

13



Texas Conference for Women

* THE * 0OTexas women have shown the worl d h

sity: through hard work, creativity, and neighborly compassion.
T E x AS Texas women ...confront these challenges head on, leaving our

state better and stronger than

CONFERENCE FOR

WO M E N i Governor Rick Perry

Hosted by Governor Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry, the Texas Conference for
Women will celebrate its 10th anniversary at the 2009 Conference for Women on

November 12 in Houston. The Conference is a nonprofit, non -partisan, one -day event for
Texas women to connect, to learn practical and professional strategies from nationally

ever

recognized experts, and to network with peers.

a founding sponsor of the Conference.

Since its inception, over 40,000 women have attended the Texas Conference for Women.
Featured events at the Conference include dozens of expert speakers leading workshops
and seminars on issues important to women from a broad scope of occupations including
international and national politics, health, media, business, finance, and personal
development. The Conference also awards scholarships to female Texan college students,
presented by the First Lady.

Heart Disease Prevention

The Governords Commi ssion for Women hosts t
Conference each year. One booth has information on the Commission and its initiatives

and projects. The second booth is a project of the Health and Wellness Committee. Heart
disease is the leading cause of death of women in the United States and is one of the

Commi ssi onds maj or p rSeaffed loytnursesifromn thei Ameriaan Heare s .
Association, women at the Conference receive free blood pressure and Body -Mass Index
testing.

Chartered Buses

For the 2009 Texas Conference for Women, the Commission is partnering with the State
Agency Council to provide shuttle bus transportation to the Conference for state
employees. Since the Conference moved to Houston in 2008, it has been difficult for state
employees, who are based in Austin, to attend the event. The Commission negotiated a
reduced admission price and will provide affordable roundtrip transportation (for only

$30) on chartered buses for state employees who register through the State Agency
Council.

14
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State Agency Councll

olt was a true honor to receive the 2008 Out s
Award when there are so many exceptional women working in government that
deserve recognition for their hard work as well.

The recognition further inspires me and my staff to continue our efforts to make
the Texas Workforce Commission a leader in workforce systems across the nation,
particularly in our numerous employment and training programs that are much
needed during this difficult time in our nat.
i Reagan Miller
2008 Outstanding Management Award Recipient

Outstanding Women In Texas Government Awards

15



State Agency Council

The State Agency Council was established in 1983 by Governor Mark White to support the

goa

|l s of t he

Governor 0s

Commi ssion for

representatives with the opportunity for professional development, community service,

and

Members of the State Agency Council are appointed by the director of each state agency at

a forum to discuss

~

womenos i ssues.

Wo me n .

the Governords request. Agencies appoint o
year term. In addition to participating in Commission projects and programs, the State

Agency Council presents the Outstanding Women in Texas Government Awards. This

biennial event honors women who have made significant contributions to the State of

Texas though their work in state government.

Currently, there are 151 representatives, including both members and alternates, serving

on the State Agency Counci l The executive
Women appoints an Executive Board from the

The 2007-2009 State Agency Council Executive Board

16

Avi s
Chair
Texas Workforce Commission

O6Rei |l |y

Suzanne Guerrero
Treasurer
Texas General Land Office

Shelley Harris  -Curtsinger
Membership Director
Texas Racing Commission

Letty Grantham

Special Events Co-Chair

Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation

Gabriela Klein
Past Chair
Texas Public Finance Authority

Raette Smith Hearne
Vice-Chair
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

Carolyn Mezger

Secretary

Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative
Services

Martha Gussoni

Special Events Chair (2008 -2009)

Texas Funeral Services Commission

Wyonda Laurence
Special Events Chair (2007 -2008)
Texas Veterans Commission

T
ne me
dire
Counc



General Meetings

The State Agency Council holds monthly meetings on topics of interest to state

empl oyees. The Council s 2008 and 2009 speak
2008

AnnDaly , 0Get Cl ear and Get Going: How to Accom
Lolis Garcia -Baab, OAustinds First Talk Radi o Show fc
Patsy Woods Martin  , o1l Li ve Her e; I Give Here Campaic
Commissioner Denise Voigt Crawford , OHow to Avoid Financi al
KimWhite , O0Summer Camp TEXpeditions 20086
TobyKing , OFit to a 6Td: An Education Program or
Dr. Tina Kubicek , o0Conflict Resolutiono

KemEdwards , o0Decoding the Mysteries of B&aba Lang
Communicationé

Connie Brubaker , OHow to Motivate Your Employeesod
Lynnell Welden , -on&i | Etiquettebo

JoDale Guzman , 0Generation X Supervisors and Empl c
2009

Patricia Shipton , o0Overview of the 81st Legislative .
Brett Spencer , 0St atewide Wellness Advisory Boardoéd
Lynnell Welden , -on&i | Etiquetteo

Kerry Overton , OEnergy Conservation for Consumer so
Guiniviere Webb OSummer Programs at the Museumo
Andrew Smiley OHow the Sustainable Food Center Op
Lindsay Rogers , OFarm t o Work Programé

Dr.DavidDuhon , 0S|l eep and Sl eep Disorders: No Mor
JoDaleGuzman , ol nspiring Trusto

Ann Fuelberg , OEmpl oyees Retirement System, Post L
Sandra Martin , Tour of the Kozmetsky Center for Child Protection

Dr.DeclanFleming , ol nf |l ammat ory Breast Centero

Chief ArtAcevedo , o0 Community Policing and Womends Sc¢

17



Outstanding Women in Texas Government

The Outstanding Women in Texas Government Awards were created by the State Agency
Council in 1984 to honor women who have made significant contributions to the State of
Texas through their work in state government. Honorees, who cannot be elected officials
or political appointments, are nominated biennially by state agency directors and are
chosen by an independent selection committee. More than 80 female state employees
have been recognized through this awards program since its inception.

2008 Honorees:

Reagan Miller

Outstanding Management Award
Susan Johnson, Ph.D.

Outstanding Professional Development Award
Connie L. Hofmann

Outstanding Community Involvement Award
Carla Sue Everett

Outstanding Leadership Award

In 2008, forty -six women were nominated from across state government. The selection

committee presented the four honorees with their awards on September 10, 2008 in

Austin. Dr . El sa Murano, a 2008 Texas Womenos H
keynote address at the luncheon.

State Agency Council Board with keynote speaker Dr. Elsa Murano.

18



Outstanding Women in Texas Government Awards
2008 Recipients

Outstanding Management Award
Reagan Miller
Texas Workforce Commission

Serving as Deputy Director of the Workforce Development Division at the

Texas Workforce Commi ssi on, Reagan Mi | |
inspire innovation and creativity within her 146 -member team, propelling

TWC to the forefront of workforce systems across the nation. Ms. Miller

oversees the Workforce and Unemployment Insurance Policy branch, which

reviews and analyzes federal and state laws and regulations and directs the
development of state plans for federally -funded programs. That consists of

policy oversight and development of numerous employment and training

programs including the Workforce Investment Act, Temporary Assistance

for Needy Families, and Food Stamp Employment and Training.

Ms. Miller manages and ensures compliance of more than $850 million in

contracts administered by the 28 local workforce development boards,

community colleges, and other partners across the state. A graduate of

Sout hwestern University in Georgetown,
degree in international studies, economics, and political science. She and

her husband have two young sons.

Outstanding Professional Development Award
Susan Johnson, Ph.D.
Health and Human Services Commission

Dr. Susan Johnson is the Associate Commissioner, Consumer Support &
Workforce Services, Health & Human Services Commission, in Austin,
Texas. Dr. Johnson, who led the Office of the Ombudsman before becoming
associate commissioner, has worked at the Texas Department of Human
Services, the Texas Department of Transportation, Office of the Governor,
and the Texas Department of Community Affairs. She also worked at the
West Central Texas Council of Governments and the University of Texas at
Austin.

Dr. Johnsonds professional and volu
a bachel ords degree from Fisk Unive
from the University of Texas at Austin, and a doctorate in higher education
from Jackson State University in Missis
Executive Management Program graduate and is certified as a facilitator,

mediator, and a Covey Facilitator of Seven Habits of Highly Effective

People.

nt ee
rsit
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Outstanding Women in Texas Government Awards
2008 Recipients

Outstanding Leadership Award
Carla Sue Everett
Texas Animal Health Commission

Carla Everett currently serves as the Public Information Officer for the Texas
Animal Health Commission (TAHC.) Ms. Everett graduated from Baylor

University, with a degree in Journalism, Radio, TV, and Film. She began her state
service as an intern in the Texas State Technical Institute in 1977 and has held
positions at the Texas Department of Health, the State Bar of Texas, and the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. She began her position at the Animal Health
Commission in 1988 and has served the State of Texas for more than 30 years.

Ms. Everett Developed the Public Information Office at the TAHC from a few old

photo slides and historical documents to an office that provides timely and accurate

information to the livestock industry and the public. Currently, the information

office has 21 informational brochures on livestock and poultry diseases and

emergency management issues, all written and designed by Ms. Everett.

Additionall vy, Ms . Everett created the monthly

Matters, 6 to i offagemcyrruldshang regulatiphsi The newsletter is
distributed to more than 36,000 contacts worldwide.

I n 2005, Ms . Everett received the Executive Di
from the Exotic Wildlife Association. In 2006, she was awarded the Industry

Service Award by the Texas Park Producers Association. Her dedication and

leadership have earned her respect in a predominantly male industry and agency

Outstanding Community Involvement Award
Connie L. Hofmann
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Connie Lee Hofmann has been employed at the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department since January 2005, where she serves as the Team Leader for the
Employment, Retention, and Recruitment Branch of Human Resources. A
graduate of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois, Ms. Hofmann began her
state service in January 1994 with the Texas Department of Transportation. She
received her Professional of Human Resources (PHR) in May 1999.

Ms. Hofmann is active in a variety of community organizations. She is a member

of Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Austin and assists the church with various

human resources issues. Ms. Hofmann also is President of the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Toastmaster club. Involved in the Toastmasters Organization for the last

ten years, Ms. Hofmannhas ac hi ev ed t Highestgesignatiprdoos

Di stinguished Toastmaster. T o a s tleadershiper s r
efforts when they awarded her o0Outstanding
Ms. Hofmann has served on the silent auction committee in raising funds for

scholarships for the membership to enhance their professional development and in
obtaining professional certifications. Ms . Ho
as a member of the Business Advisory Council for Skillpoint Alliance. At

Skillpoint, she combines her Toastmaster skills by teaching professional

development classes to adults retooling their career.

e

cog
Ar e
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State Agency Council Initiatives

Governordos Commi ssion for Wo me n

The State Agency Council donated $3000 in July 2008 to the Beacon State Fund, the non

profit arm of the Governords Commi ssion for Wom
provides all of the financial support for the C
Governor6s Mansion Restoration Fund

I n September 2008, the Council donated $2500 to

an organization established to support rebuilding and restoration efforts for the mansion after
the 2008 arson damage.

AIDS Services of Austin

The Council donated toiletries to AIDS Services of Austin, an organization that assisted HIV -
positive and AIDS patients in the Austin area, in October of 2008.

The Settlement House for Children

In December 2008, the Council donated gift cards and gifts purchased for the clients of the
Settlement House in Austin during the holiday season. Donations included nearly $200 in gift
cards and assorted gifts for the children, such as books, toys, and art supplies.

Governords Commission for Womends Legislative B

The Council purchased a table at the Commi ssion
more information on the Legislative Breakfast, see page 10.

Texas Round-Up

The Council assisted the Commission with promotion of the Texas Round  -Up activities by
distributing flyers to the membership to increase participation. For more information on
Round-Up, see page 24.

CASA of Travis County (Court Appointed Special Advocates)

The Council members donated cash, checks, and gift cards totaling $460 in May 2008 to
CASA, an organization that assists children and families in navigation of the Child Protective
Services system in Travis County.

Cancer Center for Prevention and Care (CCPC)

In September 2009, the Council made donations to CCPC, an organization that supports can-
cer patients, survivors, and their families.

Texas Conference for Women

The Council is a sponsoring organization of the Texas Conference for Women. In 2009, the
Council and the Commission chartered buses to the Conference for state employees. For more
information, see page 14.
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Commission Initiatives
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Health & Wellness

FACTS:

e Cardiovascular disease is the number one killer of women, causing nearly half a
million deaths each year.

e Breast cancer is the most frequently diagnosed cancer in women, and the second
-most common cause of cancer deaths in women.

e Obesity is the second most preventable cause of death in the United States.

The Governords Commission for Women strives to I
their families through education and the promotion of physical activity and healthy living.

From breast and cervical cancer to heart disease to sedentary lifestyles, the Commission is

working to provide Texas women with preventative information and tools they need to

combat health probl ems. The Commi ssionds hear
Conference for Women can be found on page 14.

Texas Round -Up

The Texas Round-Up is a statewide fitness initiative that encourages all Texans to adopt
and maintain healthy lifestyles through regular exercise and general physical fitness.
Governor Rick Perry created the Texas Round -Up in 2004 to counter the trend of increas-
ing obesity and sedentary lifestyles among Texans and to serve as a model for other states
as they consider other initiatives.

The Texas Round-Up includes two main components: a free, online system for individuals

to keep an ongoing record of their activities throughout the year, and the Texas Round -Up
Fitness Festival, which is held in Austin on the last Saturday in April. A family fun run, a

10K event, and an exposition with information on healthy lifestyles and good health

practices take place at the Fitness Festival in April. The Commission is a founding

sponsor of the Texas Round -Up and has previously hosted healthy cooking demonstrations
and a healthy recipe contest for Round -Up participants.

Commissioners at the Texas Round -Up 2009

24



Texas Round -Up: Fit Kids Fun Zone

Childhood obesity is a pandemic in the United States. Here in our home state, one in four
children aged 6 -18 is overweight or obese, and the numbers are only increasing.
Overweight or obese children are more likely to become overweight or obese adults.

I n 2009, the Governor 0s -hosiechamiespssitianon heattrandfic me n
ness for kids in the area of the Fitness Festival across from the Bob
Bullock Texas State History Museum that featured interactive
demonstrations and activities. Kids who visited the booths received
coloring books and bookmarks outlining bicycle safety, give -aways from
HealthyFUNDay on healthy lifestyles, and Frisbees, featuring the
Commission logo.

The Fun Zone included a giant inflatable slide, face painters, cheerleaders, a rock wall,
police vehicle, and smoke house from the Austin Fire Department. To promote healthy
eating habits, the Commission distributed healthy snacks, including muffins and string
cheese. The Commission coordinated all the vendors at the health fair at the Fun Zone,
including:

e The Texas Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities on bicycle safety.

e Del | Childrends mobile unit provided comp
height, weight, and BMI testing.

o Healthy FUNDay & Whole Kids Adventure discussed healthy lifestyles and
eating habits.

e St . Daviddés Community Health Foundation L
discussed good oral hygiene.

To attract attention, players from the Austin Aztex and Austin Toros, both University of

Texas and Texas A&M athletes, an Olympic gold medalist, and a contestant from Texas

who appeared on 0The Biggest Loserdé signed auf
Commission provided roundtrip airline transportation to Austin for the Biggest Loser

contestant who appeared at the Fun Zone.

Participants at the Fit Kids Fun Zone.

25



Breast Cancer Awareness Event

Each year, the Governorods Commission for Women h

event and reception in conjunction with National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. This
event celebrated its 13th year in 2009 and takes place at the Texas Capitol. During this
Commission term, the annual event was held on September 30, 2008 and October 6, 2009.

The Governor proclaims the month of October
to the press event. The goal of this annual awareness event is to encourage women to
schedule annual mammograms, promote early detection, honor survivors, and remember

those who have lost their battle with the disease. Hundreds of balloons were released at

the conclusion of the event to represent the lives lost to breast cancer in 2009.

Texas First Lady Anita Perry is the keynote speaker at the press event, along with special
guests including state health officials and breast cancer survivors and patients.

Co-hosting the 2009 event with the Commission was Texas Department of State Health
Services, American Cancer Society, Austin Affiliate of Susan G. Komen For the Cure,
Cancer Prevention and Research I nstitute of
the University of Texas School of Nursing.

Texas First Lady Anita Perry speaks at the 2009 press event

26
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Domestic Violence Prevention

FACTS:
e 85-95% of all victims of domestic violence are female.
« Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women.

o 1in 3 teenagers report knowing a friend or peer who has been hit, punched,
kicked, slapped, choked or physically hurt by their partner.

Given these alarming statistics, preventing domestic violence has been a major priority of

the Governordés Commi ssion for Women for the
Commission promoted healthy dating relationships for teenagers and raised public

awareness of domestic violence.

Texas Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Team

The Governorodos Commi ssion for Women is a found

collaboration of state agencies, domestic violence resource centers, and non -profit
organizations that educate and encourage prevention efforts. Other members include the
Texas Council on Family Violence, Texas Association Against Sexual Assault Association,
and the Texas Advocacy Project.

In 2007, Texas became the first state to mandate that all public high schools implement a
dating violence prevention policy. The purpose of the Texas Team is to support state
programs that prevent dating violence in accordance with House Bill 121. The Team has
three roles: to coordinate prevention efforts; to reach out to new partners as a united front;
and to provide resources to fill gaps in services statewide.

Teen Dating Awareness Toolkits

The 2005-2007 Commission funded a project to produce and distribute several hundred
Teen Dating Awareness Toolkits to Texas high schools. The toolkits provided resource
materials to address the issue of dating violence throughout the school year.

I n October of 2008, the Governoro6s Commi ssi
new toolkits to help high schools observe Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week. The
previous toolkits were distributed to several hundred high schools because of hefty

production costs. The 2008 toolkits, however, were distributed to all 1,704 public high

schools in Texas. The toolkits included: a letter from Governor Perry; two posters

on

promoting healthy dating with the slogans 0Con

Vi ol ence; 6 oget hel péROMaflimhterials far elasstoom presentdtiom CD

The information in the 2008 Toolkits and the curriculum for the program was revised
based on information collected from the evaluations of the previous toolkit.

27



Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week was observed February 2 -6, 2009. One month
before the Awareness Week, the Texas Team coordinated training sessions for school
personnel through the Education Service Centers to increase effectiveness of the toolkits
in schools.

School administrators presented information to students on healthy
dating habits and warning signs of abusive relationships. Teachers,
schools, and students can find information online related to Teen Dating
Violence Awareness Week, at www.healthyteendating.org and on the

Commi ssionds website. I n an effort to
0Ol ovei srespect, 6 the National Teen Dat.i

fanpage on Facebook.

Public Service Announcements

Grande Communications provided the Governords
airtime in the form of 30 -second television spots on networks in the eight markets they

serve in Texas to promote awareness. Grande Communications serves Austin, Corpus

Christi, suburban north Dallas, Midland, Odessa, San Antonio, San Marcos and Waco.

The Commission reviewed public service announcements produced by partners in

domestic violence prevention at the April 2009 Commission meeting. Several

organizations, including the Texas Council on Family Violence, SafePlace, Texas

Association Against Sexual Assault, and Texas Advocacy Project, provided video

recommendations for the 30 -second spots.

Three30-second spots titled ' ”“‘“‘“‘SE’“‘;,"‘i 0s, 6
aSpanish-l anguage version of g \
d0Just Tal ko6 aired in Gr anfEidie :
markets in late summer and fall of 2009. Each
spot ends with the taglin
The Texas Governords Com

During the month of August, the three public service announcements ran for a total of
4,725 times. During the month of September, the public service announcements ran for a
total of 4,354 times. The 30 -second spots ran on a variety of cable networks, including
ESPN, TNT, and TBS. These same networks are also airing public service
announcements for the Texas Gover

grateful for the generosity of Grande Communications.
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Economic Development

FACTS:
e Nearly one -third of businesses in Texas are owned by women.
« Women account for more than 70% of consumer spending.

« Women-owned businesses are as financially sound and creditworthy as the
typical firm in the U.S. economy, and are more likely to remain in business than
the average U.S. firm.

Governor Perry is committed to strengthening T
Women own more than 800,000 privately -held businesses in Texas, which employ more

than 1.5 million people and generate almost $200 billion in annual sales. During economic

crises, the burden falls disproportionally on women. A 2009 United Nations report states

owomen are usually the | ast to benefit from in
first to make sacrifices when the financi al S i
Commission for Women works with numerous non -profit organizations to strengthen the

position of women in the workplace.

AARP Foundationds WorkSearch Program

The Governords Commission for Women partnered
WorkSearch Program. The Commission received a $20,000 grant from AARP to set -up an

office in South Texas and promote the new initiative. The program ran from September

2008 to February 2009 in Edinburg.

The WorkSearch Pilot Program assisted Hispanic women over 50 years of age re -enter the
workforce. The Commission hired a bilingual, part  -time employee to distribute

information on the program to local clinics, daycare centers, libraries, churches,

restaurants, community centers, businesses, and television stations. The employee also
operated the program office, where jobseekers could come to utilize the WorkSearch
Assessment Tool.

The WorkSearch Assessment Tool is a self -assessment evaluation, available in English and
Spanish, that measures applicantsd skills base
personal characteristics, and skills. After completing the assessment, the online system

provides a series of job opportunities. The program reached more than 250 women. Since

the end of the program, the Commission has transitioned the project to the local AARP

WorkSearch office.
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Texas Womenodos Hal |l (

oWhat a wonderful experience for all of wus on
Womends Hall of Fame. It is all so surreal I
you what being honored meant to me. 6

i Louise Underwood

2008 Hall of Fame Inductee
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Texas Womendos Hal l of Fame

The Governords Commi ssion for Women established
1984 to honor Texasd most accomplished women. F
professional athletes, and politicians are among the 126 women who have been inducted

into the Hall of Fame since 1984.

I n 2003, the Commi ssion opened a permanent Texas
Texas Womandés University in Denton, Texas. Each
plague with a photo and biography. The exhibit also hosts an interactive computer kiosk

featuring archived interviews with honorees and videos of prior induction ceremonies.

Nomination Process

Inductees are selected by the following criteria:
e Nominees must be native or current residents of Texas.
e The service or achievement must have been performed in Texas.
e Former nominees are eligible; former winners are not eligible.

+ Nominees must have been active within the last five years in the category for which they
are nominated .

e A statement must be submitted describing the nominees contribution to the State of
Texas as well as biographical information and honors or awards received by the nominee.

All nominations submitted to the Commission are evaluated by a panel of judges and

nominees are chosen based on significant service and achievement in Texas. In 2008,

judges included former members of the Governor6s
Womands University administration, and el ected p

The Texas Womends Hall of Fame permanent exhibit a
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2008 Texas Womends Hal l of Fame Re

The induction ceremony and reception for the 2008 Hall of Fame honorees took place on
October 7, 2008 at Texas Womands University.
the 310 Fighter Wing Honor Guard of the Air Force Reserve Unit in Ft. Worth, Governor

Rick Perry, Texas First Lady Anita Perry, University Chancellor and President Dr. Ann

Stuart, and Commission Chair Wendy Taylor welcomed the five 2008 inductees:

Dr. Elsa Murano

Higher Education

Carolyn Peterson

Historical Preservation

Justice Sandra Day O6Connor

Leadership

Louise Hopkins Underwood
Arts

Dr. Huda Zoghbi
Health Research

Governor Rick Perry, First Lady Anita Perry, Dr. Ann Stuart, and the 2008 Hall of Fame Inductees
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