Call to Youth

The statistics included in this toolkit show what you already know; that dating
and sexual violence are issues relevant to your lives. Research and common
sense show that youth would often rather speak to and hear from other youth
rather than adults regarding these issues. Therefore, it is up to you as youth
leaders to utilize this kit and take on this issue if you want any measure of
success in raising awareness about and bringing an end to these forms of
violence.

The creation of this toolkit would not have been possible without the
involvement and knowledge of youth leaders and youth survivors of dating
violence from across the country. Consequently, the use of this toolkit in schools
across Texas will be most successful with your involvement and leadership. Our
hope is that you, the youth of Texas, will feel empowered to use this toolkit to
bring awareness of the issues of dating and sexual violence to your peers, and
continue the work to prevent these forms of violence across Texas.

... feel empowered to use this toolkit to bring awareness of
the issues of dating and sexual violence to your peers, and
continue the work to prevent these forms of violence

Included in the toolkit are some discussion questions to help you facilitate
meaningful conversations with your peers to prepare for the National Teen
Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week. Is important for you and your
group to understand these issues and how to help your peers in order to
successfully utilize this kit and create activities for your school. In addition, a
brief description of several different activities youth across Texas have used in
their schools to raise awareness about dating and sexual violence is attached.
Please feel free to make changes to any of the activities to make them more
appropriate for your school or community. Creativity is encouraged, so create
your own activity to let your peers know about these issues.

Sincerely,
Texas’s Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Team






Peer Education Organization

Start a peer education club or organization. Gather a group of committed students who want
to spread awareness about sexual and dating violence, and who desire to make their school and
community healthy and safe.

Call the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault to find out more about the Students Taking
Action for Respect (STAR) program. The STAR program is targeted to junior high and high
school students and is designed to develop leadership and prevention skills around issues of
school safety such as sexual harassment, dating violence and sexual assault. TAASA provides
support to teams who are newly forming, training through the annual Students Taking Action
for Respect Conference, and presentation curriculum to help youth leaders talk to their peers
about dating and sexual violence.

To find out more about the program, or to see if a STAR team is already active in your commu-
nity, please visit the Students Taking Action for Respect website at www.taasa.org/star, or
contact TAASA at 512-474-7190.



